
men, the persevering vomiting of faecal matter, a small and frequentpulse, great restlessness, and prostration consequent upon free bloodletting,
the tobacco glyster, and the other means which had been employed for
relief before my arrival, offered an uncertain prospect for ultimate suc-
cess. The chloroform was given, and its influence kept up through
the operation. The man appeared to have got into difficulty with his
horses, spoke roughly to them, and talked incoherently during the whole
lime occupied in the operation. After he had roused up a little, I asked
him if we had hurt him ? he said " no, except a little when you tried to
pull me oil* tiie potato cart." This morning he was better; slept a good
deal through the night, and considerable hope is entertained of his
recovery.

In two cases of lithotomy, I have operated while the patients were
kept still with the chloroform. Neither of them felt pain. One, a boyof 8 years, the other a boy of 12. The latter, sensitive and obstinate,
was brought ami confined upon ihe operating table only by force.
When everything was in readiness for giving the chloroform, he requested
that 1 would not begin to cut till he was asleep. After he had made a
few inspirations, observing bis eyelids drooping, I asked him if he were

sleepy ; he said, yes, but don't cut till I am asleep. In a few moments
his eyes were closed, and the muscles of his limbs were soft. I then
proceeded to the operation, extracted the stone, and was about to untie
him, when he opened his eyes, and said, " doctor, don't begin lo ad till
I get to sleep."

When administered to patients in the horizontal position with an

empty stomach, and introduced gradually into the lungs, the safety of
this agent need not be questioned. There is a dose of arsenic or opium
that can kill a patient, and at the same time another dose that is en-

tirely safe ; it is so, I believe, with chloroform ; and I cannot help regard-
ing it as one of the most important gifts for the relief of human suffering)
that a kind Providence has sent us in this or any other age.

Cincinnati, July 5, 1848.

HYDROPHOBIA AND ITS TREATMENT

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—Much alarm, not without cause, has for some time existed in the
mind of the public, arising from the numerous cases of hydrophobia,,
and the warnings of the " press

" to the various authorities to put in
force such measures as would be most likely to protect the citizens
from the many dogs running at large. These cases, we have every rea-

son to believe, were caused from the bites of " mad clogs." Unfortu-
nately no more is known of the modus operand! of the poison inoculated
by a rabid dog, than is known regarding the action of the poison from
the bite of a rattlesnake, or any other venomous creature ; and worse
still, their treatment is clouded in the same darkness.

Having had some experience in the treatment of bites from dogs, I
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take the liberty, should you deem it of sufficient importance, of offering
it to the numerous readers of your periodical.

In South America, where there are almost as many dogs (curs) as
human beings, bites from the canine family are frequent, antl 1 am well
satisfied that is not necessary for the dog lo be " mad," id est, under
the influence of the disease known as hydrophobia, to inoculate the
human system with this most dreadful anil fatal of all disorders. In
the military and naval hospital (Monte Video)—iu which 1 was an as-

sistant surgeon—several cases occurred, among which, were eleven of
the crew of, 1 think, the " Independa " Brazilian frigate, who were
bitten by a largo Newfoundland dog, which hail been presented to
their captain by a British officer. The dog presented all ihe appear-
ances of being under the influence of hydrophobia, and when secured,
died in accordance with the symptoms of this disease. The surgeons
being ashore, the men were landed and sent up lo the hospital. Many
things were proposed to be done, as the men would not submit to have
the parts cut out. Finally, my propositions prevailed and were adopted.
i laid open about a half inch on either side of the bitten spots, so as, in
addition, to convert them into incised wounds. I then washed them well
with warm water and soap, and applied cupping glasses, washing the
wounds and renewing the glasses every ten minutes, for the period of
thirty minutes; which not only drew out considerable quantities of blood,
but it also prevented the absorption of the virus, and in addition, and
which, indeed, 1 consider of most vital advantage, the cupping glasses
inverted or drew the wounds inside out, thus exposing the surfaces of the
wounds where the teeth of the animal had come in contact or poisoned.
I then washed the parts with a strong solution of the sulphate oj copper.
This done, poultices of equal parts of bread and tobacco (Cavendish)
were applied, and the patients were kept in a state of nausea by the
administration of small doses of tartar emetic, for the first twenty-four
hours, and pil. hyd. administered until the system was under tneir in-
fluence. No bad effects supervened from the bites—so that many of
the most knowing of the profession laughed at the idea, and contemp-
tuously said " there was nothing the matter with the dog "—they were

only frightened. But a few weeks after, Captain Englis's boy, who had
got scratched by the teeth of the same animal whilst playing with him,
and had neglected having the wound attended to, died of hydrophobia.
It is very possible, as some were bitten through their clothing (linen

panU;) that these may have protected the flesh from being poisoned ;
but it could not have been so with all, as some were bitten on the naked
legs, arms, and one on the nates. The same treatment 1 believe lo be
well calculated for the. bite of venomous reptiles. A few years since, 1
presented to the late J. K. Beckman, Esq., a distinguished citizen of this
city, a beautiful Scotch terrier. Some time after, whilst on his way from
Saratoga, the dog was taken sick—the servant, " a dog fancier," said
with genuine hydrophobia. Mr. B. did not cause the dog to be killed,
it being a great favorite, but kept it at Albany under the care of the
servant. It bit a man, who immediately or soon after plunged a red-hot

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 23, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



nail into the wounds, took an emetic, and physicked himself well. Me
never, so far as I have learned, experienced the remotest ill effects from
the bite. The dog recovered, but died the following summer of hydro-
phobia ¡U Mr. Bookman's country seat, Saratoga, where, a la Byron's dog,
it lies decently interred.

Many cases of hydrophobia are caused by the simple licking of an

excoriated surface, or sore, or "pimple," on the skin, by some favorite
lap dog, never even suspected of being sick until the patient recollected
the circumstance that ihe dog did not seem well, he. he., but which no
doubt labored under some disease that vitiated the secretions, and which
in the canine race, as also the fox and the wolf, in contradistinction to
most other animals, passes them oil by the lungs and salivary glands,
instead, as in other animals, passing them oil' by the skin, the kidneys,
anil the intestinal canal. It is evident, too, that hydrophobia is more

prevalent among the domesticated or civilized, than it is among the un-

civilized portion of these species, cattle seldom or never being affect-
ed by it.

My brother was bitten on the nose by a dog, whilst in the attitude
of stooping lo caress it. The animal WHS supposed to have been " rabid,"
and was killed. A lancet was passed through the bitten part on the one

side, the other being merely abraded of the cuticle, into the nose, anil a

stream of soap suds passed through the aperture, and a poultice of com-
mon table salt applied. It healed by the first intention, and there it
ended.

Bites from dogs are so rare in the practice of the surgeon or physi-
cian, that until the fatal disorder makes itself apparent, the only chance
they have is lo exhibit their total inability lo combat so terrible an oppo-
nent. The shortest method, however, if the patient have the fortitude,
and it is not on an exposed part, so as to disfigure the appearance, is, as

with an offending tooth, to have the part taken out.
Very respectfully, A. C. Castle, M.D.,

Surgeon Dentist.New York, July 7, 1848.

MEDICINE AND SURGERY IN CINCINNATI

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Dear Sir,—I promised, in my late communication from Louisville, to
send you word what they were doing in Cincinnati, " the queen of the
West." Though furnished with meagre materiel for the satisfaction of a
journalist, I now proceed to redeem that promise. Professor Gross had
kindly provided me wilh letters to Professors Mussey and Drake, and
good fortune enabled me. to make the acquaintance of other professional
men. Professor Mussey has a name co-extensive with our country. An
emigrant to the West, many years since, he is now fully identified with
the locality of his adoption. I had had the pleasure of seeing him at
Jobert's clinique, at the Hôpital St. Louis, of Paris, but time and alterations
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